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Unit Title: Renaissance Thinking 

 

Unit Designers: 5th grade ELA team 

 

Level(s): 5th grade 

 

Time Span: 6 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   
Through the pairing of fiction and nonfiction books on related topics, this unit builds on students’ 

understanding of the Renaissance as a period of new learning and discovery. This unit is particularly 

effective for teaching the research process, since the people involved or the historical context of particular 

inventions are most likely new to students. Students publish and present their research papers to the class. 

Students then find commonalities among inventors and innovators, share these insights in group 

discussions, and use this information as a springboard for their own innovative and creative writing. This 

unit sets in motion the reading, writing, researching, and word analysis processes that will be a hallmark 

of their fifth-grade year. This unit ends with an informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential 

question. 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
RL.5.9: Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure 

stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. 

RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

RF.5.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

RF.5.4(b): Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.5.1(c): Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to 

the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 

SL.5.1(d): Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and 

knowledge gained from the discussions. 

L.5.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.5.1(a): Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general 
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and their function in particular sentences. 

L.5.1(b): Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) 

verb tenses. 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 

 Knowledge: 

 Students should be able to describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, 

 drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

 Students should be able to compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same 

 event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

 

 Skills: 

 Student should be able to to integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

 write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 Students should be able to produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 

 organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 Students should be able to draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

 reflection, and research. 

 a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or 

 event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts,  

 words, or actions].”). 

 b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses 

 reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
Creativity and innovation can change the world. 

 

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does creativity change the world? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 

 Knowledge: 
 Students will be able explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 

 events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information 

 in the text. 

 Students will be able to analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, 

 tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, 

 poem). 

 Students will analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities 

 and differences in the point of view they represent. 

 

 Skills: 
 Students will integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 

 about the subject knowledgeably. 

 Students will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

 appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

 defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 Students will draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

 and research. 
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 a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more 

 characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., 

 how characters interact]”). 

 b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how 

 an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which 

 reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
In their journal, students will create a character map of the main character in the historical novel they are 

reading. Students will show how the character changes (or develops) over the course of the text. Then 

compare characters with one chosen by a classmate for similarities and differences. 

 

Students will define creative/inventive thinkers and brainstorm and list the common characteristics of the 

creative/inventive thinkers studied. 

 

Students will read and compare what they learned about Leonardo da Vinci from fiction and nonfiction 

text (e.g., Leonardo: Beautiful Dreamer by Robert Byrd and The Usborne Book of Inventors from 

DaVinci to Biro by Struan Reid, Patricia Fara, and Ross Watton). Students will discover how does 

knowing the historical information enhance their understanding of the fictional story? 

 

As a class, students will keep a chart about the creative and inventive people they have read about; the 

chart will include the following information/research questions: 

    • Name of the person 

 • When he/she lived 

 • What did he/she do that made him/her famous? 

 • What are some additional facts you found interesting? 

 • What adjectives would you use to describe this person? Why? 

Students will write responses in their journal and share them with a partner before each section of the 
class chart is filled in. 

Students will discover that Inventors are creative people who turn their ideas into reality. Using one of 

Leonardo da Vinci notebooks of ideas, students will look at one of his original notebooks online and start 

a section of their writing journal for ideas. Students will record what ideas for inventions they you have, 

create lists and draw and label pictures and then share ideas with a classmate to strengthen your ideas. 

 

Students will listen to music from the Renaissance. Students will learn and discuss how this music reflect 

the time period in which it was written. They will then compare and contrast how is it similar to and 

different from music they listen to today. 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
  Music 

 Canadian Brass, “English Renaissance Music” 

 The King’s Singers, Madrigals 

 Traditional, possibly Henry VIII of England, “Greensleeves” (1580)  

Stories 

 Leonardo da Vinci (Diane Stanley) 

 Leonardo da Vinci Notebooks (British Library) 

Music and Media 

 Canadian Brass, “English Renaissance Music” 

 The King’s Singers, Madrigals 

 Traditional, possibly Henry VIII of England, “Greensleeves” (1580)  
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Nonfiction 

 Leonardo: Beautiful Dreamer (Robert Byrd) 

 The Renaissance (Understanding People in the Past) (Mary Quigley) 

 The Usborne Book of Inventors from Da Vinci to Biro (Struan Reid, Patricia Fara, and Ross 

Watton)  

 Where Do You Get Your Ideas? Favorite Authors Reveal Their Writing Secrets (Sandy Asher and 

Susan Hellard) 

 Women Inventors (series) (Jean F. Blashfield) 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Art viewing:   

 Leonardo da Vinci, Mona Lisa (c. 1503-1506)  

 Leonardo da Vinci, The Last Supper (1495-1498)  

 Michelangelo, Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel (1508-1512)  

 Michelangelo, Dome of St. Peter’s Basilica (1506-1626) 

 

This unit can be extended to teach Science: The Scientific Method; force and motion (e.g., simple 

machines, etc.); astronomy (e.g., constellations, moon phases, etc.) 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Audio books 

Music 

On-line instructional resources (see below) 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 "Give One Get One” (RRISD Math Team)  

 Leonardo da Vinci Notebooks (British Library)  

 Famous Inventors: A to Z (About.Com)  

 Research Building Blocks: Skim, Scan, and Scroll (ReadWriteThink) (RI.5.9)  

 Research Building Blocks: “Organize This!” (ReadWriteThink) (RI.5.9)  

 Great American Inventors: Using Nonfiction to Learn About Technology Inventions 

(ReadWriteThink) (RI.5.9)  

 Write a Gem of a Poem (ReadWriteThink) (RL.5.4, W.5.4)  

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

In development 


